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Mie Retina Society

In Takayama I met Dr Tadashi Miyamoto and his wife Yukiko. Dr Miyamoto is the President of the Mie
Japan — Australia - New Zealand Society, and Mrs Miyamoto is its Secretary. They are delightful people,
and Dr Miyamoto is blind.

The Miyamotos told me they were making a trip to Australia in June with a group of 30 people, half of
whom were blind. They would visit Canberra and Cowra before leaving via Sydney. It turned out that I
would be out of town when the group transited Sydney, but I was delighted to hear that the visitors would
be making contact with Australia-Japan Societies while they were in Australia.

I do not know what happened elsewhere, but I have heard from AJS(ACT) President Stuart Forsythe about
the visit to Canberra. The visitors were from the Mie Retina Society. They visited the National Gallery, the
Canberra Botanic Gardens and the Australian National Museum, and at each venue were given special
tactile and sound presentations. The climax of the visit was a dinner with members of the Canberra Blind
Society, Retina Australia and AJS. Stuart told me that the arrangements were hugely enjoyed and
appreciated by the visitors, and that he and other AJS members involved rated the visit one of the
highlights of the year.

This all gives me enormous pleasure. I cannot think of a better example of what I mean when I keep talking
about the AJS/JAS network. The original introduction of the Miyamotos to AJS(ACT) was made by the
Japanese Embassy; I can imagine that the “brief” appeared daunting at first. It is a tribute to AJS(ACT)
that it took up the challenge.
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